November 30, 2001

Let us work together to pass an eco-
nomic stimulus package in a bipartisan
way. Let us get this economy moving
together.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms.
MILLENDER-MCDONALD) is recognized
for 5 minutes.

(Ms. MILLENDER-MCcDONALD ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

———

WORLD AIDS DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. FOLEY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, since 1988
December 1 has been known as World
AIDS Day. World AIDS Day emerged
from the call by the World Summit of
the Ministers of Health on Programmes
for AIDS prevention in January of 1988
to open channels of communication,
strengthen the exchange of informa-
tion and experience, and forge a spirit
of social tolerance. Since then World
AIDS Day has received the support of
the World Health Assembly, the United
Nations system and governments, com-
munities and individuals around the
world. Each year, it is the only inter-
national day of coordinated action
against AIDS.

Today in the Washington Post I have
read Kofi Annan, who is the Secretary
General of the United Nations, entered
this editorial comment: ‘“Every day
more than 8,000 people die of AIDS.
Every hour almost 600 people become
infected. Every minute a child dies of
the virus. Just as life and death goes
on after September 11, so must we con-
tinue our fight against the HIV and
AIDS epidemic. Before the terrorist at-
tack two months ago, tremendous mo-
mentum had been achieved in that
fight. To lose it now would be to com-
pound one tragedy with another.

“New figures released in advance of
World AIDS Day, December 1, show
that more than 40 million people are
now living with the virus. The vast ma-
jority of them are in sub-Saharan Afri-
ca, where the devastation is so acute
that it has become one of the major ob-
stacles to development. But parts of
the Caribbean and Asia are not far be-
hind and the pandemic is spreading at
an alarming rate in Eastern Europe.
For too long global progress and facing
up to AIDS was painfully slow, and no-
where near commensurate with the
challenge. But in the past year for
much of the international community,
the magnitude of this crisis has finally
begun to sink in. Never in the 2 long
decades that the world has faced this
growing catastrophe have there been
such a sense of common resolve and
collective possibility.

“Public opinion has been mobilized
by the media and nongovernmental or-
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ganizations and activists, by doctors
and economists and by people living
with the disease. Pharmaceutical com-
panies have made their AIDS drugs
more affordable in poor countries, and
a growing number of corporations have
created programs to provide both pre-
vention and treatment for employees
in the wider community. Foundations
are making increasingly imaginative
and generous contributions, both finan-
cial and intellectual in prevention, in
reducing mother-to-child transmission
and the search for the vaccine.

“In a growing number of countries,
an effective prevention campaign has
been launched. There has been an in-
creased recognition about donors in the
most affected countries of the link be-
tween prevention and treatment.”

This is General Kofi Annan’s state-
ment today in the Washington Post.
Let me underscore how tragic it is:
7,000 people in sub-Saharan Africa die
each day. Seven thousand people, al-
most double those killed in the World
Trade Center. Seven thousand a day in
sub-Saharan Africa.

It is an international issue that we
must grapple with. I am proud to say
President Bush has committed $200
million to the global fund to fight HIV
and AIDS. The global fund has right
now pledges totalling $1.5 billion and I
am proud to see our President, George
Bush, committed to this goal and pro-
viding financial response and support.

I am asking Congress for an addi-
tional $1 billion for the fund, and I
hope we are able to do that.

Today we should reflect on those lost
and use their memories to fuel our ef-
forts to eradicate this pandemic. This
is one of the most serious health chal-
lenges we have faced and will face in
my lifetime. I pledge as a Member of
this body to continue to work with our
leaders, the Speaker of the House and
others, in order to effectuate a solid
policy that helps care for those suf-
fering from this dreaded disease. We
can find a way to not only, we pray,
create a vaccine, but eradicate this
scourge among mankind. But we must
particularly set our sights on sub-Sa-
haran Africa and other places because
of the poverty and because of the lack
of knowledge and because a lack of
medical care and treatment is ravaging
and destroying the humanity that lives
there.

I pledge my support and I know Con-
gress joins us today as we salute World
AIDS Day tomorrow morning in our
global fight against this disease.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

———

FOR THE LONG HAUL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from Minnesota (Mr. GUT-
KNECHT) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker, in
the pre-dawn hours of April 12, 1861,
Confederate General P.G.T. Beauregard
gave the order to fire on Fort Sumter.
After 34 hours of bombardment, a white
flag ended the first battle of the Civil
War.

The only casualty was a Confederate
horse. Later a Northern Congressman
predicted that we could, ‘“‘wipe up with
one handkerchief the blood that would
be spilled in putting down the rebel-
lion.” He was wrong.

As the Northern Alliance supported
by our bombers and Special Forces roll
across Afghanistan, I fear the same
overconfidence taking root here in
Congress.

In the words of the poet, “We have
miles to go before we sleep.” So it is
with the war on terrorism.

Many ask me what will come next.
The answer is embedded in the ques-
tion. We all know that there will be a
next. It is important that those who
advance terrorism not know when.

It is important that we understand
that the coming phase probably will
not be as painless in defeating the
Taliban. Other countries do not offer
ready-made freedom fighters like the
Northern Alliance. We must also brace
ourselves for potential news blackouts.
I pray that any future deployments of
our Special Forces into other countries
will not be announced on CNBC. SEAL
teams do their best work away from
the glare of Klieg lights.

Our commander in chief has made it
clear from the very beginning, this will
be a long war involving many countries
that harbor terrorism.

It began at a time of their choosing.
It will end at a time and under the
terms that we decide. We must not be-
come overconfident. It will take many
handkerchiefs. There will be casual-
ties, both American and innocent civil-
ians. But I have no doubt that we will
prevail. And in the end, we will leave
to future generations a much safer
planet. To victory.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. ENGEL addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Mrs.
CLAYTON) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. CLAYTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. BECERRA (at the request of Mr.
GEPHARDT) for today on account of per-
sonal business.
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